Home-based palliative care for children: the case for funding.
Paediatric palliative care services have grown up in response to local needs with the result that provision is patchy and in some areas non-existent. Funding for existing services comes from a variety of sources and in the case of teams funded in 2003 from The New Opportunities Fund, there is uncertainty about future provision as funding streams come to an end. This article illustrates how home-based palliative care achieves the objectives of the NHS Plan (DH 2000a) and makes the case for the continuation of paediatric palliative care teams already established through New Opportunities Fund (NOF) funding as these provide a ready made, quality service meeting the government agenda and addressing the needs of patients in a place and at a time to suit them.